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Chair Howard introduced Michael E. Busch, Speaker of the House of Delegates.  Speaker Busch made an oberservation; he said next year we will have a nice new Delegation room.   The Speaker began to encourage the Delegation to vote as a block.  He stated that when we go to Chair Hixson, there should be clarification as to where we stand on slots in Prince George’s County.  If we don’t want slots in Prince George’s County; let them know. He wants us to have the same input as the other counties. 


Chair Howard appointed Ann Healey the Vice Chair, of Ways & Means Committee, to take the lead as she did last year and schedule a meeting to hear the recommendations of the Delegates from Prince George’s County. 





The Chair called for Committee Reports:  The Bi County Committee Chair, Delegate Niemann, reported two bills out of committee; the County Affairs, Chair Delegate Obie Patterson, reported four bills out of committee; and the Law Enforcement Committee, Chair Delegate Benson, reported three bills out of committee. 


Delegate Howard thanked everyone for their attendance and the meeting was adjourned at 10:20 am.


The speakers next week will be:  Michael Jackson, Office of the Sheriff – Prince George’s County


 Melvin High, Chief of Police – Prince George’s County Police 


Respectfully submitted,





Vernell Lawson


Assistant to the Chair
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The fifth meeting of the Prince George’s County Delegation was held February 11, 2005.





The meeting was called to order by the Chair, Delegate Carolyn J. B. Howard, at 9:15am.  Delegate Benson gave a warm prayer.





Delegates Roll:  Benson, Brown (on leave) Conroy(absent), Davis, Frush, Gaines(absent), Griffith, Healey, Holmes, Hubbard, Kelley, Menes, Moe, Niemann, Parker, Patterson, Proctor(absent), Ramirez, Ross, Turner, Vallario (absent), Vaughn, Howard





Delegation Staff:  


Vernell Lawson - Gerry Eggleston


Acknowledgements:


The Prince George’s County Executive Staff - Former Chair of County Council Tony Knotts


County Council member Camille Exum - Sheriff Michael Jackson





Chair Howard welcomed the persons attending and introduced the speakers of Prince George’s Business Education Alliance. Mr. David Merkowitz, Member of the County Redistricting Commission.  Mr. Merkowitz introduced his team members:  Dr. Ronald Williams, President of Prince George’s Community College; Mr. Petey Greene, Prince George’s County Chamber of Commerce; and Sidney Gibson, South County Economic Development Association, who gave their Legislative Agenda for 2005:  1.  Support continued full funding of the Thornton Commission recommendations embodied in the Bridge to Excellence in Public School Act 2.  Support funding of the Geographic Cost of Education Index established under the terms of the Bridge to Excellence in Public Schools Act   3.  Support a substantial increase in state funding for the construction and renovation of schools   4.  Support full restoration of the Cade funding formula for community colleges 5.  Support enactment of legislation allowing retired teachers to be hired by their school systems to fill vacancies, especially in fields experiencing teacher shortages, such as math, science, and special education 6.  Oppose any shifting of current state obligations, such as retirement contributions, onto local school systems   7.  Support the recommendations of the Task Force to Study Public School Facilities to increase the state share of school construction cost for projects in Prince George’s County.  Support funding for planning of a new health technology building at Prince George’s Community College. The team answered questions from the Delegates.
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