PRINCE GEORGE=S COUNTY DELEGATION

LAW ENFORCEMENT

AND 

tc \l1 "AND 
STATE APPOINTED BOARDS COMMITTEE

Minutes of meeting:
Thursday, January 27, 2005

tc \l2 "Minutes of meeting:
Thursday, January 27, 2005Minutes of meeting:Thursday, January 20, 2005tc \l2 "Minutes of meeting:Thursday, January 20, 2005Called to Order:  9:08 a.m.




Adjourned:  10:12 a.m.
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Members in Attendance:       Delegate Victor R. Ramirez, Vice-Chair; Delegates  Mary Conroy, Anne Healey, Brian Moe, Veronica Turner, and Joseph Vallario
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The meeting convened at 9:08 a.m.

Delegate Victor R. Ramirez, Vice Chair of the Law Enforcement Committee, presided over the committee meeting.  He stated that the committee would discuss PG 331-05 first and because the Police Chief, Melvin High wanted to testify on the bill and then needed to return to his work in the county.  

PG 331-05
Alcoholic Beverages Licenses (Off-Sale) B Hours for Sale

Tiffany Hanna from the County Executive’s Office introduced the Chief of the Prince George=s County Police Department, Mr. Melvin High.  Mr. High explained this bill and stated that if the bill is passed, it would promote safety in the community.  He also stated that the Police Department supports this bill and wanted to see it move forward.  Ms. Hanna stated that this bill was introduced on behalf of the County Executive.

Delegate Ramirez stated that the committee would discuss the other bills relating to 

opening and closing hours of liquor stores and then vote on all of them.  

PG 301-05
Alcoholic Beverages Licenses (Off-Sale) B Hours for Sale B 47th District

Delegate Ramirez explained the bill which he sponsored.  He stated that the bill 

applies only to the 47th District and that the County Executive is in favor of the bill.  

He further stated that he wanted to amend the bill to only cover A and D licenses.  

The amendment would take out the Class B license.

Norma Lindsay, Chief, Liquor Inspector, explained the differences in the licenses.  

She stated that:  Class A license includes liquor stores;  Class B licenses are for 

restaurants and B+ licenses cover a restaurant with liquor store attached; and Class 

D license covers gas stations and convenience stores.

Delegate Ramirez offered an amendment to PG 301-05 and asked for a second.  

He stated that the amendment would be to remove B licenses and add D.

Delegate Healey moved to divide the question on the amendment.  Delegate Ramirez 

agreed to divide the question.  The first amendment and offered and takes B licenses 

out of the bill.  The first amendment passed by voice vote.

Delegate Ramirez moved to amend PG 301-05 by adding Class D licenses to the bill. 

The roll was called on this amendment and it failed (2-3).  No vote was taken on PG 

301-5 as amended.  The bill was carried over to next week. 

PG 318-05 
Class A Alcoholic Beverages Licenses B Hours for Sale

Delegate Ramirez explained the bill.  He stated that the County Executive has not taken a position on this bill.

Delegate Ross, sponsor of PG 318-05, testified that the difference between his bill and the other liquor store closing bill was that his bill required liquor stores to close at 10 p.m. instead of midnight and does not include the Class B+ licenses. 

Delegates Conroy and Turner stated that there should be consistency in that the law should require all liquor stores to open and close at the same time in the county.

After further discussion, Delegate Vallario moved unfavorable on the bill and Delegate Conroy seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  The unfavorable vote on the bill was 4-1 but did not pass because the bill did not receive a constitutional majority, the bill is carried over to next week.

The Committee then voted for favorable consideration on PG 301-05.  The roll was called and the bill did not receive a constitutional majority (3-2).  The bill carried over.

The Committee voted for favorable consideration on PG 331-05.  The roll was called.  The bill did not receive a constitutional majority (4-1).  The bill carried over.

 PG 300-05 
Alcoholic Beverages Licenses B Nudity and Sexual Displays

Delegate Ramirez explained the Bill.   Delegate Vallario moved for favorable consideration and Delegate Conroy seconded it.

Delegate Conroy explained that this same Bill has been before the Committee and the Delegation in several sessions.  It passed the delegation and House each time, but has not yet gotten out of the Senate.  The roll was called and the bill passed by a 5-0 vote.

PG 306-05
Alcoholic Beverages B Additional Licenses

Delegate Ramirez explained the bill.  The bill increases the maximum number of Class B licenses that may be issued.

Ms. Norma Lindsay, Chief Liquor Inspector stated that this bill needed to accommodate restaurants in new shopping centers.  Delegate Conroy questioned the need for new licenses.  Ms. Lindsay stated that this bill is needed because of new restaurants and does not cover liquor stores.

Delegate Ramirez asked what is the difference between this bill, PG 306-05, and PG 314-05.  Tiffany Hanna explained that PG 314-05 was before the Delegation last year and that the County Executive supports PG 314-05.

Delegate Moe suggested that the committee hold PG 306-05 until next week to allow further discussion.  PG 306-05 was carried over.

PG 314-05 B Alcoholic Beverages B Additional Class B Licenses

Delegate Vallario asked Ms. Hanna to clarify  this bill.  Ms. Hanna explained the bill only covers certain areas, the nation National Harbor area and commercial establishments designated by the County Executive as entertainment attractions. After further discussion, he moved for favorable consideration and Delegate Conroy seconded it.  The roll was called and the bill passed (6-0).

The committee voted favorable on PG 331-05.  It did not receive a constitutional majority (4-1) and was carried over to next week.

PG 317-05 
Alcoholic Beverages B License Revocation for Nudity and Sexual

Displays

Staff Counsel, Sue McNamee explained this bill.  Delegate Conroy moved foruUnfavorable consideration and Delegate Vallario seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  The vote was 3-2-1.  The unfavorable vote did not receive a constitutional majority and the bill was carried over.

PG 333-05
Alcoholic Beverages Class B/Arena Beer, Wine and Liquor License

Delegate Ramirez explained this bill which repeats the Class B/Arena license.  Delegate Moe moved for favorable consideration and Delegate Vallario seconded it.  The roll was called.  The vote was 6-0.  The Bill passed.

PG 342-05
Charitable Gaming Events B Authorized

The Committee agreed to special order this bill until next week.

Meeting adjourned at 10:12 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jean E. Terry, Secretary

Law Enforcement Committee

