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February 25, 2005





The seventh meeting of the Prince George’s County Delegation was held February 25, 2005.





The meeting was called to order by the Chair, Delegate Carolyn J. B. Howard, at 9:10am.  Delegate Griffith gave a warm prayer.





Delegates Roll:  Benson, Brown (on leave) Conroy, Davis(absent), Frush, Gaines, Griffith, Healey, Holmes, Hubbard(absent), Kelley, Menes, Moe, Niemann, Parker, Patterson, Proctor(absent), Ramirez, Ross(absent), Turner, Vallario, Vaughn, Howard





Delegation Staff:  


Vernell Lawson - Gerry Eggleston





Acknowledgements:


Lawrence Sedgwick,  Fire Chief  of Prince George’s County Fire Department - Craig Moe, -  Mayor Laurel, MD





Chair Howard welcomed the persons attending and introduced the speaker:  Melvin High, Chief of Police – Prince George’s County.    The Chief stated there is a lot crime in Prince George’s County:  “Nevertheless, I would like to share with you what the crime picture looks like so far in 2005.  From January 1, to date, our auto theft numbers are down almost 21%; rape is down 3.4%; robbery is down almost 3%; carjacking is down 8%; total property crimes are down 11 .1/2 %.  Many factors contribute to behavior that  results in homicides.  Homicide is a difficult crime to prevent it is a crime of passion, revenge, fear and enterprise.  It is intensely personal.  Our police department is tackling homicide in two ways:  First, we are studying crime data on a daily basis and deploying officers to areas where homicides and violent crime are likely to occur to decrease the opportunity for people to engage in this behavior.  Secondly, we are solving cases that bring closure for the family and the community, and send a message to the criminal that he/she cannot get away with murder.  Our Violent Task Force was established specifically to address areas in the County known for violence.  The task force is a unit made up of about 30 officers these are officers in uniform and in plain clothes.  They are focused solely on the prevention of violent crime and the immediate arrest of those engaged in criminal activity.  We started this task force in late January.  To date we have made 141 arrests, recovered $213,000 worth of illegal drugs, issued 261 traffic violation citations, and taken 9 guns off the streets.  These numbers reflect the work of this special task force – department wide we have taken 243 guns and $5.3 million dollars worth of illegal drugs off the streets since the beginning of the year.  We are making progress in solving our homicides.  Of the 26 homicides we have this year, 10 are closed by arrest, 2 have outstanding warrants, 6 cases have identified suspects, and 3 are results of police actions.  We are working hard to solve the remaining 5 cases. We have other fighting initiatives in place – most notably our Most Wanted ad that appeared in the Washington Post “Extra” section and the Gazette.  We advertised 24 wanted felons.  To date we have arrested 10 of the 24 thanks to the help of the public through tips to our confidential tip line.  We are paying $1,000 for tips that lead to arrest.  We also have a Report A Gun program, where citizens and residents are encouraged to report on those who are selling or using illegal weapons.  Again, we offer $1000 for information leading to an arrest.  The Chief gave additional information and statistics and asked the Delegation to support the bill that implements a surcharge on building construction, enabling his department to hire additional police officers to respond to the growing residential and commercial demand for services.  Chief High answered many questions from the Delegates and agreed to furnish the Delegates with a copy of the statistics report given.





The Chair called for Committee Reports:  The Bi- County Committee Chair, Delegate Niemann, reported seven bills out of committee; the County Affairs Committee, Chair Delegate Obie Patterson, reported five bills out of committee; and the Law Enforcement Committee, Chair Delegate Benson, reported seven bills out of committee. 





Delegate Howard thanked everyone for their attendance and the meeting was adjourned at 10:20 am.


Next week speakers are:  Mr. David Robertson, Executive Director & Mr. George Rice Assistant Director – Metropolitan Council of Governments





Respectfully submitted,





Vernell Lawson


Assistant to the Chair


Prince George’s County











201 Lowe House Office Building · Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1991

301-858-3074 ·410-841-3074 · Fax 301-858-3850 · 410-841-3850

www.princegeorgeshousedelegation.com

