PRINCE GEORGE(S COUNTY DELEGATION

LAW ENFORCEMENT

AND 

tc \l1 "AND 
AND tc \l1 "AND STATE APPOINTED BOARDS COMMITTEE

Minutes of meeting:
Thursday, February 17, 2005

tc \l2 "Minutes of meeting:
Thursday, February 17, 2005Minutes of meeting:Thursday, January 27, 2005tc \l2 "Minutes of meeting:Thursday, January 27, 2005Minutes of meeting:Thursday, January 20, 2005Minutes of meeting:Thursday, January 20, 2005tc \l2 "Minutes of meeting:Thursday, January 20, 2005Called to Order:  9:21 a.m.




Adjourned:  9:55 a.m.
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Members in Attendance:       Delegate Joanne C. Benson, Chair, Delegate Victor R. Ramirez, Vice-Chair, Delegates Dereck Davis, Anne Healey, Brian Moe, Veronica Turner, and Joseph Vallario
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The meeting convened at 9:21 a.m.

Delegate Joanne C. Benson, Chair of the Law Enforcement Committee, presided over the committee meeting.  She announced:
PG 301-05 is carried over to next week.

PG 318-05 is carried over to next week.

PG 331-05
Alcoholic Beverages Licenses (Off-Sale) Hours for Sale 

Sue McNamee, Committee Counsel, explained the bill.  Delegate Benson stated that she asked for police escort to various liquor establishments where off-sale liquor is sold in restaurant places.  She also stated there was 1 out of 6 where there was actually a restaurant and it was located on Martin Luther King Jr. Highway.  Delegate Benson presented a list of these establishments to the committee.  She stated she did not smell food in the restaurant part and that it(s not the restaurant they want closed.

Delegate Vallario stated he did not see a problem with alcoholic beverages taken off the premises.  Delegate Davis stated that the younger generation does not go home after purchasing alcoholic beverages, but they go from one place to the other purchasing and drinking more alcoholic beverages.  He also stated that the District of Columbia liquor stores close earlier than the liquor stores in Maryland, and the early closing causes purchasers to leave from the District of Columbia to neighboring localities, mainly, Prince George(s County.  Delegate Moe asked what time the liquor stores close.  Tiffany Hanna of the County Executive(s Office addressed his question.  She gave a percentage of various liquor store closings.  She also explained that the call for service is the call in which police officers respond.    Delegate Moe stated he has two amendments and that he would like to know specific times the stores close and not statistics of how many.  Kenneth Battle stated that all liquor stores have police officers between the hours of 10 a.m.  and 2 p.m.  Delegate Turner asked to special order this bill to be brought before the committee again after session this morning.  The committee agreed by voice vote.  The bill was special ordered.
Delegate Benson asked the committee to reconvene after session today to finish discussions on the remaining bills.  She stated that the Prince George(s County Municipalities Association has great interest in PG 331-05.   

The meeting adjourned at 9:55 a.m.
The Law Enforcement Committee reconvened at 11:09 a.m., in Room 431.  

Attendees:  Delegates Benson, Davis, Moe, Healey, Turner, and Ramirez

Delegate Joanne C. Benson, Chair of the Law Enforcement Committee presided over the committee meeting.
PG 304-05
Alcoholic Beverages - Places of Public Entertainment

Delegate Benson stated that the sponsor of the bill was present and she asked him to explain what the bill does.  Senator Nathaniel Exum explained the bill.  Delegate Moe asked how does the Liquor Board control and regulate these establishments.  Senator Exum stated that the Liquor Board gets calls periodically regarding these places performing such operations.  Sue McNamee stated that an amendment is needed to correct the language.  Delegate Turner moved on verbal amendment to give the Liquor Board jurisdictional authority to enforce the regulation of these establishments.  Delegate Healey seconded the motion.  The verbal amendment passed with a voice vote.  Delegate Davis moved favorable on the bill as amended and Delegate Turner seconded the motion.  The roll was called and the bill passed favorable with amendments (5-0).
PG 332-05
Alcoholic Beverages Class D Beer, Wine & Liquor License

Norma Lindsey, Chief Liquor Inspector, stated that this bill is withdrawn.  Delegate Davis moved to withdraw the bill and Delegate Moe seconded the motion.  The committee agreed by voice vote to withdraw the bill.

PG 343-05
Alcoholic Beverages - Informational Notices

Delegate Benson explained the bill.  She stated that everyone gets notified and that the commissioners do a wonderful job sending out notices.  After further discussion, Delegate Benson  stated that the Liquor Board has the authority to handle the notifications that may be falling through the cracks.  Delegate Moe asked Delegate Benson to write a letter to the Liquor Board as a reminder to notify municipalities.  The sponsor agreed to withdraw the bill if the letter is written regarding the Liquor Board(s authority in this matter.  Delegate Healey moved to withdraw the bill and Delegate Moe seconded the motion. The committee agreed by voice vote to withdraw the bill. 

PG 305-05
Courts Docketing Fee for Appearance of Counsel - Payment and Collection

Sue McNamee explained the bill.  She stated that the bill adds late fees.  Delegate Niemann stated the bill is supported by the Clerk of the Court.  After further discussion, Delegate Healey moved favorable on the bill and Delegate Turner seconded the motion.  The roll was called and the bill passed with a favorable vote (5-0).

PG 323-05
Alcoholic Beverages - Exception to Prohibition on Licenses Premises Near Churches

Sue McNamee explained the bill.  She stated the bill specifically includes churches in a commercial zone(shopping centers in particular.  Delegate Healey moved to amend the bill to include only restaurants.  Delegate Moe seconded the motion.  Norma Lindsey from the Liquor Board stated that a church has applied for a liquor license for catering services and that their hearing is scheduled for February 22, 2005.  A voice vote was taken on the amendment.  The amendment passed favorable with a voice vote.  Delegate Healey moved favorable on the bill as amended and Delegate Davis seconded it.  The roll was called but the bill failed to get a constitutional majority vote (3-1- 2 passed).
PG 324-05
Board of License Commissioners - Attorney Benefits

Diane Bryant of the Liquor Board explained the bill. Delegates Moe and Healey asked what the part-time hours cover.  Diane Bryant stated that the part-time hours covers approximately 20 hours per week.  After further discussion, Delegate Moe moved favorable on the bill and Delegate Healey seconded the motion.  The roll was called but the bill failed to get a constitutional majority vote (4-1).

PG 334-05
Part-Time Alcoholic Beverages Inspectors - Salaries

Delegate Benson explained the bill and asked what was the pleasure of the committee.  Delegate Moe moved favorable on the bill and Delegate Healey seconded the motion.  The roll was called and the bill passed with a favorable vote (6-0).

PG 331-05
Alcoholic Beverages Licenses (Off-Sale) Hours for Sale

Delegate Benson stated that this bill is before the committee again and that there were a number of amendments.  She also stated that the Board of Liquor License Commission has the authority to regulate the hours of the liquor stores and to close problem stores down.  Len Lucchi of the County Executive(s Office stated that it is a policy issue and would require legislation to enforce it.  He also stated that the Deputy Police Chief from the Prince George(s County Police Department was present to answer any questions.  Deputy Police Chief Jeffrey Cox stated that they work on a case-by-case basis and that some of the problems exist because alcoholic beverages are served late at night.  Delegate Moe introduced an amendment to take B+ Licenses out and Delegate Healey seconded the motion.  A voice vote was taken on the amendment but it failed to get a constitutional majority vote (2-2-2 passed).

Delegate Moe introduced the another amendment that deals with Class A Licenses.  He explained what the amendment does.  A voice vote was taken on the amendment but it failed to get a constitutional majority vote (2-3).  After further discussion, Delegate Davis moved to bring the bill before the Prince George(s County Delegation without a recommendation.  Delegate Healey seconded the motion.  The roll was called and bill passed without recommendation (5-0).

PG 324-05
Board of License Commissioners - Attorney Benefits

Delegate Davis moved to reconsider PG 324-05.  Delegate Healey seconded the motion.  Delegate Davis stated that the bill should be discussed in the Prince George(s County Delegation meeting and moved to forward the bill to the Delegation without recommendation.  Delegate Healey seconded the motion.  The roll was called and the bill passed without recommendation  (5-0).

Meeting adjourned at 12:24 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jean E. Terry, Secretary

Law Enforcement Committee

