PRINCE GEORGE=S COUNTY DELEGATION

LAW ENFORCEMENT

AND 

tc \l1 "AND 
AND tc \l1 "AND 
STATE APPOINTED BOARDS COMMITTEE

Minutes of meeting:
Thursday, February 24, 2005

tc \l2 "Minutes of meeting:
Thursday, February 24, 2005Minutes of meeting:Thursday, January 27, 2005tc \l2 "Minutes of meeting:Thursday, January 27, 2005Minutes of meeting:Thursday, January 20, 2005Minutes of meeting:Thursday, January 20, 2005tc \l2 "Minutes of meeting:Thursday, January 20, 2005Called to Order:  9:15 a.m.




Adjourned:  10:02 a.m.
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Members in Attendance:       Delegate Joanne C. Benson, Chair, Delegate Victor R. Ramirez, 

Vice-Chair, Delegates Anne Healey, Brian Moe, Veronica Turner, and Joseph Vallario
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The meeting convened at 9:15 a.m.

Delegate Joanne C. Benson, Chair of the Law Enforcement Committee, presided over the committee meeting. 
PG 342-05
Charitable Gaming Events B Authorized

This bill is on the Law Enforcement Committee(s agenda so the committee members can discuss and vote on Delegate Niewmann(s amendments.  Delegate Benson stated that, prior to discussing Delegate Niemann(s amendments, she wanted to bring the committee(s attention to the report on the hall rental policy of organizations previously conducting charitable gaming events, and to look particularly at  charges that were imposed by volunteer fire departments for activities at their facilities.  Delegate Ramirez stated the amendment is in response to the Bunker Hill station that charged $1,000 for the use of its hall.  After further discussion on the amendments, Delegate Moe moved unfavorable on the amendments and Delegate Turner seconded the motion.  The committee took a voice vote on the amendments.  The committee voted 6-0 unfavorable on the amendment.

PG 301-05
Alcoholic Beverages Licenses (Off-Sale) B Hours for Sale B 47th District

Delegate Benson stated the County Executive asked that the bill be held for next week. The committee agreed to hold this bill one more week.  She also stated that because this bill is closely related to two other bills, PG 318-05 and PG 331-05, they, also must be held for next week(s agenda.  The committee agreed to hold PG 301-05, PG 318-05 and PG 331-05 until next week.

PG 343-05
Alcoholic Beverages - Informational Notices
Sue McNamee explained the status of the bill.  Delegate Healey stated that the bill is on the Law Enforcement Committee Agenda this week because the sponsor, Delegate Conroy, was not present to properly withdraw it last week.  Delegate Benson asked the committee to hold the bill until Delegate Conroy returns.  Delegate Benson also stated that Delegate Conroy indicated that she would write a letter regarding this bill.  The committee agreed to hold the bill until next week.

PG 323-05
Alcoholic Beverages - Exception to Prohibition on Licenses Premises Near Churches 

Sue McNamee explained the bill.  Delegate Healey stated that the bill primarily addresses establishments selling alcohol that are located within 500 feet of storefront churches which are in a commercial zone.  After further discussion, Delegate Vallario moved favorable on the bill and Delegate Turner seconded the motion.  The roll was called, but the bill failed to get a constitutional majority (3-1-2 passed).  The bill will be held over to next week.

PG 324-05
Board of License Commisioners - Attorney Benefits
Sue McNamee explained the bill.  Delegate Moe moved favorable on the bill and Delegate Healey seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  The bill passed with a favorable vote (6-0).

PG 331-05
Alcoholic Beverages Licenses (Off-Sale) B Hours for Sale

Delegate Benson stated that although the committee has agreed to hold this bill, the Chief of Police from Mt. Rainier was present to address the issues covered in the bill.  The Chief of Police briefed the committee on the effect the bill would have in helping to clean up problems caused by certain liquor stores in the Mt. Rainier area.  He stated that Mt. Rainier is very close to the District of Columbia line and there is much traffic in this area.  Delegate Benson stated that not only is the area unsafe where the liquor stores are located, but also they are unclean in public health ways.  Delegate Healey expressed her concerns about the board(s authority to change hours and to close the liquor stores down.  Delegate Moe moved to reconsider PG 324-05.  Delegate Turner seconded the motion.  The motion to reconsider failed by 2-3-1 vote.
Delegate Benson stated that the agenda for next week would consist of the following bills:

PG 301-05

PG 318-05

PG 323-05

PG 331-05

PG 343-05

Delegate Benson also stated that the Board of License Commissioners needs to appear next week to address Delegate questions about the liquor bills.  She also asked that a letter be written to ask the committee members to attend next week(s meeting and be prompt so that the Law Enforcement Committee may complete its work on the remaining bills on the committee(s agenda.
Meeting adjourned at 10:02a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jean E. Terry, Secretary

Law Enforcement Committee

