PRINCE GEORGE=S COUNTY DELEGATION

LAW ENFORCEMENT

AND AND tc \l1 "AND 
STATE APPOINTED BOARDS COMMITTEE

Minutes of meeting:
Thursday, March 3, 2005

tc \l2 "Minutes of meeting:
Thursday, February 24, 2005Minutes of meeting:Thursday, January 27, 2005tc \l2 "Minutes of meeting:Thursday, January 27, 2005Minutes of meeting:Thursday, January 20, 2005Minutes of meeting:Thursday, January 20, 2005tc \l2 "Minutes of meeting:Thursday, January 20, 2005Called to Order:  9:10 a.m.





Adjourned:  9:48 a.m.
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Members in Attendance:       Delegate Joanne C. Benson, Chair, Delegate Victor R. Ramirez, 

Vice-Chair, Delegates Anne Healey, Brian Moe, Derek Davis, Veronica Turner, and Joseph Vallario
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The meeting convened at 9:10 a.m.

Delegate Joanne C. Benson, Chair of the Law Enforcement Committee, presided over the committee meeting.  She stated that she had requested members of the liquor board to be present at this meeting to address some of the concerns of the committee.  She stated that some of the liquor establishments who object to closing at midnight have illegal slot machines in their businesses.  Delegate Benson expressed her concern that the liquor board should have inspected the stores before this time so that this situation with illegal slot machines would not have happened. 

Delegate Conroy asked who the Chief Liquor Inspector is.  Ms. Norma Lindsey stated she is the Chief Liquor Inspector.

Delegate Healey expressed concerns that the liquor board is not being as vigilant as it should be.  She stated that if it were more vigilant, people would not need to put legislation in to address problems at particular sites.

Franklin Jackson, Chairman of the Prince George’s County Liquor Board responded to the Delegate’s question.  He stated that he shares the committee’s concern regarding slot machines and that the board is making every effort to solve the problem.  He also stated they had warned 41 liquor stores found with slot machines in writing that if their slot machines were operated, they would be written up, brought in for a hearing, and subject to a fine up to $12,500.

Delegate Vallario suggested that the letter written to the liquor establishments be copied to the chief of police.  Mr. Jackson stated he has already done this.

Delegate Healey asked about the procedures of the liquor board and if the board notifies the police department on a regular basis regarding other criminal matters it finds occurring in or around licensed establishments. 

Delegate Benson asked how often liquor inspectors inspect liquor establishments.  Ms.  Lindsey, Chief Inspector stated there are 29 part-time inspectors who are each assigned to inspect 21 – 25 places in a weekend and one day in a week.

After further discussion, Delegate Benson directed the committee’s attention to the bills on the agenda.

PG 331-05
Alcoholic Beverages Licenses (Off-Sale) B Hours for Sale

Delegate Conroy moved favorable on this bill and Delegate Vallario seconded the motion.  The roll was called. The bill failed to receive a constitutional majority by 3-1-3.  It is in limbo.

Delegate Benson stated that PG 301-05 and PG 318-05 are on hold contingent upon the passing of

PG 331-05.

PG 323-05
Alcoholic Beverages - Exception to Prohibition on Licenses Premises Near Churches

Delegate Benson explained this bill.  Delegate Vallario moved favorable and Delegate Conroy seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  The bill passed with a favorable vote 6-1-1.

PG 343-05
Alcoholic Beverages - Informational Notices

Delegate Conroy stated that the bill was withdrawn.  She also stated that she had written the letter as she had stated earlier.   Delegate Moe moved unfavorable and Delegate Conroy seconded the motion.  The committee took a voice vote on the unfavorable motion.  It passed.  The bill’s status is unfavorable/withdrawn.

Delegate Healey introduced her guest from Northern Ireland, Karen McKambley, who is involved in local government matters in Northern Ireland.  Ms. McKambley is here as part of a Northern Ireland delegation to observe the activities of the Maryland General Assembly.

Meeting adjourned at 9:48 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jean E. Terry, Secretary

Law Enforcement Committee

