BI-COUNTY COMMITTEE

Hearing, Monday, January 30, 2006

The Maryland General Assembly

Delegation Meeting Room, Room 150

Annapolis, Maryland

Minutes:

Committee members in attendance were Delegates Holmes, Gaines, Niemann, Menes, Ross, Vaughn and Kelley.  Prince George’s Delegation Chair Delegate Darryl A. Kelley opened the session and welcomed everyone.

Bi-County Chair, Delegate Darryl A. Kelley, called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m., and presented the agenda--the titles of the six (6) Bills that would be discussed:

PG/MC 104-06 – Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission – Minority Business Enterprise Program – Sunset Extension.    Motion made by Delegate Holmes and Seconded by Delegate Niemann.  Bill voted as favorable by Delegates Gaines, Holmes, Niemann, Menes, Ross, Vaughn, and Kelley.

PG/MC 105-06 – Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission – Local Small Business Enterprise Program.  Bill had been voted out by Montgomery County. Amendments attached.  Discussion.  Delegate Holmes wanted to know how does this Bill compare to the previous Bill?  Comparison explained by Netsanet Kibret.  Motion made by Delegate Holmes to accept amendments.  Seconded by Delegate Vaughn.  Amendments accepted by voice vote.  Motion made by Delegate Holmes to accept Bill as amended.  Seconded by Delegate Ross.  The Bill is voted as favorable, with amendments, by Delegates Gaines, Holmes, Niemann, Menes, Ross, Vaughn, and Kelley.

PG/MC 110-06 – Montgomery County – Maryland National Capital Park and Planning – Fine for Erecting A Structure or Enclosing An Area.  Amendment by Delegate Gaines that fee should be from $50 up to $1,000.  Discussion followed. Delegate Gaines moved that amendment be accepted.  Seconded by Delegate Holmes.  Delegate Neimann moved to amend amendments to say $100 rather than $1,000.00.  Explanation by Counsel for MNCPP, Lisa Jackson, as to why $1,000.00 rather than $100.  Further discussion.  Delegate Neimann moved to have his amendment withdrawn.  Amendments voted as Favorable by voice vote.   Delegate Vaughan made motion to accept Bill.  Seconded by Delegate Gaines.  Bill failed to receive sufficient votes.  Yea’s – Gaines, Ross, and Vaughn.  Nay’s – Holmes, Menes, Niemann and Kelley.

PG/MC 119-06 – WSSC – Minority and Local Small Business Enterprise Programs.   Amendments to Bill explained by Delegate Vaughn.  Amendments read by Netsanet Kibret.  Delgate Niemann indicated that amendments made improve in Bill.  Discussion followed.  Delegate Vaughn made motion that we accept amendments to Bill.  Seconded by Delegate Niemann.  Accepted by voice vote.  Discussion followed by Delegates Niemann, Menes, Holmes regarding position at WSSC.  A Commissioner from WSSC, Juanita Miller, commented regarding the merit position and to whom the director would report.  Discussion followed. Vaughan made motion to vote favorably on bill, as amended.  Seconded by Delegate Niemann.   Further discussion.  Delegate Niemann commented on Position of Director being a residence of Maryland that that could be good and bad. Motion made to have Bill Special Ordered until next meeting.

PG/MC 116-06 – WSSC Commissioners and General Managers and Duties and Removal Procedures.  Delegate Kelley moved amendment to remove removal powers.  Seconded by Delegate Ross.  Approved amendments on voice vote.    Delegate Kelley moved to accept Bill as amended.  Seconded by Delegate Vaughn.  Bill in limbo.  Yea’s –Gaines, Ross, Vaughn and Kelley, Abstain’s Holmes, Niemann and Menes.

PG/MC 118-06 –  Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission – Ethics. Motion to accept amendments to remove subpoenaed language from Bill.  Seconded by Delegate Vaughan.  Vote by voice.   Motion to accept bill as amended by Delegates Holmes.  Seconded by Delegate Ross.  Bill voted favorably by Delegates Gaines, Holmes, Menes, Ross, Vaughn, and Kelley.  Meeting adjourned by Chairman Kelley.

 Submitted by L. Levern Hicks

