COUNTY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Public Hearing, Tuesday, November 15, 2005

 Prince George’s Community College

Rennie Forum – 7:00PM

Minutes

Committee members in attendance were Delegates Howard, Patterson, Proctor, Parker, Griffith, Frush, and Kelley.  
Delegate Howard thanked everyone for coming, and asked that they come back for the 3rd and last hearing for bills for Law Enforcement Committee.
Delegate Patterson called the meeting to order.  He introduced new council Melanie Santiago, who will be replacing Steve Avillo.  He also introduced Staff Gerry Eggleston and Al Jones.  Also in attendance were Delegates Holmes, Ross, Healey, and Niemann.

Delegate Howard told the audience about the three minute rule to submit bills.  She asked that they be considerate, and allow Delegates to hear the pros and cons on Legislation.  Audience will not be allowed to ask questions, their questions must be sent in for final deliberation.

PG 401-06 – Prince George’s County Board of Education-Election of Members Prince George’s County-Board of Education-Election of Members and Governance.  Delegate Rosetta Parker presented her bill.  Each district should have the right to choose.  Jim Henderson former chair of the last elected board congratulated Delegate Parker on her legislation impacting our children.  Member of the audience stated that running at large is impossible we need nine dedicated people running.  Delegate Parker says everyone needs to call Senators of their districts.  Carol Kilby strongly supports elected board she represents 9000 teachers in support of the bill.  Jamal Miller support of Parker bill 9 single member district.  School board not responsive to community.  Organizations dedicated to pushing this bill through.  N. Bryant member of Citizens of Elected Board in Support of Del. Parker.  Dot Princpea Member of Community for elected board, support and weight behind board.  June White Dillard NAACP commending Del. Parker for last year.  They will work diligently for a 9 member board.  They do not want the board elected at large.  Will work with Delegate on this bill.  
PG 403-06 – Prince George’s County – Long Term Substitute Teachers-Educational Requirements.  Delegate Patterson presented his bill.  He feels strongly about the requirements for substituting.  Some schools allow just a GED.  

PG 405-06 – Prince George’s County Republican Central Committee.  Presented by Delegate Patterson.  They do not have elected board.

PG 407-06 – Prince George’s County – Telecommunications Tax Distribution of Revenue.  Delegate Ross presented his bill.  Issues with areas inside beltway.  1.3 billion over next 10 years not new construction inside of Beltway.  Capital Improvement plan quote.  Delegates Howard and Griffith had questions.  She put this bill in last year.  Says the bill is dramatically different from the bill last year.  David no position on reallocation of money.  County Council and take all the money and put it back.  Testify that they impose tax regardless.
PG 408-06 – Prince George’s County – Transfer Tax – County Police Officers.  Delegate Ross encourages offices to live in our community working with FOP on this bill also.  119,000 that this will cost.  Get them more involved in the community.  Delegate Griffith asked have you seen the county position.  Casey Lewis of Prince George’s Association of Realtors is in favor of this bill wants to see it extended to all workers.   Others in support of bill would like to see the program they have for teachers they would like to have for other workers. Support with amendments.
PG 409-06 – Prince George’s County Homestead Property Tax Credit Percentage – Emergency Police Hiring Fund. Delegate Ross introduced bill.  Temporary fund and will amend to three years what it will pay for is working with FOP.  Signing Bonus Program.  Amount of Police in Prince George’s County Urban County National DBI 2.6 per 1000 residents (get quote) 1.5 per 1000 residents.  Desperate times call for desperate measures.  Some funding from last year 1/3 cost.  They have talked to over a dozens groups in support.  Delegate Frush asked didn’t we just increase police pay.  42,000 increase pay.  Are we just having difficulty keeping police?   

Delegate Ross said we need to address the issues going on at the Police Department.  Retention problems are not with pay.  Nobody wants to work in Prince George’s County.  The police say their out after their 20 years.  What we need to do to keep our police and bring new ones on board.
PG 410-06 – Prince George’s County Towing.  Delegate Niemann introduced bill.  Put cap on fees.  Prohibit boots on cars.  Delegate Patterson questions about revenue.  Delegate Frush do you require any insurance by company.  The bill does not state that. Concurs. Delegate Griffith appreciates your efforts.  Is this a state wide bill?  Whether you have opportunity to get some feed back from companies.  Something can be crafted to address.  Mike Canning on behalf of towing opposed to legislation met with sponsor.  Welcome opportunity to work with you on renegades.  Enforce broke down cars.  Apartment complexes.  Not opposed to legislation regulation.  Delegate Patterson
