The Maryland General Assembly
Prince George’s County Delegation

Minutes

February 10, 2006

All members were in attendance except Delegate Davis, Delegate Gaines, Delegate Griffith, and Delegate Hubbard.  
Delegate Howard called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM.

Delegate Benson gave the prayer for the meeting.
Delegate Howard welcomed everyone in attendance, and gave a special welcome to the elected officials.

Mr. Boyd Rutherford briefed the delegation with a proposal from the Department of General Services to move the Department of Planning from Baltimore City to new headquarters in Prince George’s County.  He told the delegation that the money for this move is in the budget.  His concerns were for making sure the money stays in the budget, because if we lose the money there may not be another opportunity to fund such a project for Prince George’s County.
County Executive Jack Johnson addressed the delegation with the state of the county.  He told the delegation that the county is in outstanding shape, with growth rates in double digits.  The economy is growing and moving in the right direction. He said the county will be able to fund its priorities.  Last four months there has been a 27% drop in crime. He briefed the delegation on the increased numbers of police officers serving the county.  When he came in office there were 1285 officers; The county has hired 275 new officers, 162 officers in service, 58 will graduate in May, and another 100 in June.  They have change the entire police management.  The police department would like to give a briefing to House and Senate.  He said that the Sheriffs office is taking over school security, and will take over all domestic calls. This pilot program for domestic calls starts in March in District 3.
Bi-County Committee Report

Chair, Delegate Kelley

Vice Chair, Delegate Ross

Delegate Kelly told the delegation that their committee met on February 6.  Two bills reported out of the committee.

PG/MC 121-06-Maryland-Washington Regional District-Boundaries-passed out of committee favorable with amendments.  Delegate Patterson would like to have more dialogue with this bill.  Hand vote motion to carry was 1 opposed and 18 in favor.  By a vote of 16-1 the was special ordered to next week.

All of the other bills on the agenda were passed unfavorable by a show of hands. 
PG/MC 117-06, PG 307-06, PG 311-06, AND PG 313-06
County Executive Jack Johnson came back to discuss Dimensions and the Health Care Industry Meeting with the delegation.  An RFP was issued February 10 and March 10 is the deadline for putting in a proposal.  Six institutions have shown interest in the RFP.  There will be an evaluation team.  The County Executive suggested that some one from the delegation should be on the evaluating team. 

Delegate Howard told the delegation about dinner with the County Executive’s Office at Ruth Chris Steak House at 6:00PM on Monday.
Delegate Howard also told the delegates that they would have a chance to interview each candidate for the county school superintendent position on Monday – Wednesday from 3PM-5:30PM.

Delegate Howard adjourned the meeting at 11:00AM.
