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Minutes of Meeting:
Thursday, February 16, 2006

tc \l2 "Minutes of meeting:
Thursday, January 20, 2005Called to Order:  9:15 a.m.




Adjourned:  10:00 a.m.
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Members in Attendance:
Delegate Joanne C. Benson, Chair; Delegate Victor R. Ramirez, Vice-Chair; Delegates Dereck Davis, Brian Moe, Anne Healey, Veronica Turner, and Joseph Vallario
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The meeting was called to order at 9:15 a.m.

Delegate Benson opened the meeting by greeting everyone, and thanking them for coming. She stated that the first bill on the agenda is PG 312-06. 

PG 312-06
Courts – Docketing Fee for Appearance of Counsel – Payment and Collection

Delegate Benson asked Delegate Doyle Niemann to explain the bill.  He explained that PG 312-06 primarily addresses civil cases and that the attorney appearance fee is $10.00 in Prince George’s County.  Delegate Niemann stated that collection of the unpaid fee is a tremendous additional burden on Clerk’s office and that PG 312-06 would correct this.  After discussion, Delegate Turner moved favorable on PG 312-06, and Delegate Moe seconded the motion.  The Roll was called.  PG 312-06 did not receive a constitutional majority vote.  The vote was 4-1, Favorable.  This bill is in limbo for the second consecutive week.  

PG 304-06
Alcoholic Beverages – Unlawful Drinking Open Containers

Delegate Benson asked Sue McNamee, Committee Counsel to explain PG 304-06.  After the explanation, Delegate Victor Ramirez moved to withdraw PG 304-06.  Delegate Moe seconded the motion.  The Committee agreed by unanimous voice vote.  PG 304-06 was withdrawn by the sponsor. 

PG 309-06
Additional Fine for Auto Theft Convictions – Auto Theft and Vandalism Prevention Task Force

Delegate Benson asked the Committee Counsel, Sue McNamee to explain the bill.  Delegate Moe

moved favorable on PG 309-06.  Delegate Veronica Turner seconded the motion.  PG 309-06 had been 

amended at the February 9th meeting.  The roll was called.  PG 309-06 as amended received a favorable 

vote, 5-1.  

PG 310-06
Alcoholic Beverages – Class A Light Wine Licenses – Gateway Arts and 

Entertainment District

Delegate Benson explained PG 310-06 and stated that it had been withdrawn.  Delegate Moe moved unfavorable.  Delegate Davis seconded the motion.  The Committee agreed by unanimous voice vote.   PG 310-06 is withdrawn.  

PG 315-06
Alcoholic Beverages – Places of Public Entertainment

Delegate Benson asked the Committee Counsel, Sue McNamee to explain the bill.  After Sue McNamee explained PG 315-06, Delegate Moe moved favorable on the bill.  Delegate Turner seconded the motion.  Senator Nathaniel Exum provided comments on the bill and further explained it.  After discussion, the roll was called.  PG 315-06 received a Favorable vote, 6-0.  

Delegate Benson stated that the Committee would discuss PG 322-06 next because it addresses the same issues as PG 315-06.

PG 322-06
Alcoholic Beverages in Unlicensed Establishments


Delegate Benson explained PG 322-06.  She stated that the bill addresses critical issues that need to be corrected.  Delegate Vallario commented on the language of the bill.  After further discussion, Delegate Ross, the sponsor of PG 322-06, withdrew it.  Delegate Moe moved Unfavorable on PG 322-06.  Delegate Healey seconded the motion.  PG 322-06 was withdrawn by the sponsor.

Delegate Moe suggested that the Committee amend PG 315-06 to change the language to say “a person who operates a business establishment…” The Committee agreed.  Delegate Moe moved Favorable on the Amendment.  Delegate Vallario seconded the motion.  The Amendment to PG 315-06 passed with a unanimous voice vote.  PG 315-06 as amended received a unanimous vote, 7-0, which included a favorable vote from Delegate Healey.

PG 314-06
Alcoholic Beverages – Gambling in Licensed Public Establishments

Sue McNamee explained PG 314-06.  Delegate Ramirez had an amendment to the bill.  Delegate Benson asked Senator Exum to further explain the bill.  Delegate Healey asked to further clarify the language in the bill to ensure that it does not affect the State Lottery.  The Committee agreed to hold PG 314-06 so it may be amended.  PG 314-06 is Special Ordered until next week.

PG 318-06
Alcoholic Beverages – Additional Licenses

Delegate Benson asked the Committee Counsel, Sue McNamee to explain the bill.  After Sue McNamee explained PG 318-06, Delegate Moe moved favorable on the bill.  Delegate Turner seconded the motion.  Delegate Benson stated that PG 318-06 had an amendment to include authorization to issue additional catering licenses.  The Committee agreed on the Amendment by unanimous voice vote.  Delegate Moe moved favorable on the bill as amended.  Delegate Turner seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  PG 318-06 with Amendment received a Favorable vote, 7-0.  

PG 323-06
Alcoholic Beverages Licenses – Renewal

PG 323-06 was not discussed this week.  It is on the agenda for next week.

PG 324-06
Metropolitan Area Restaurant Development Act

Delegate Benson asked Senator John Giannetti to explain PG 324-06.  After Senator Giannetti explained the bill, Delegate Vallario moved Favorable on PG 324-06.  Delegate Turner seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  PG 324-06 received a Favorable vote, 6-0.

PG 301-06
State’s Attorney’s Office – Composition and Salaries

Delegate Benson asked the Committee for any discussion on PG 301-06.  Delegate Vallario moved Favorable on PG 301-06.  Delegate Healey seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  PG 301-06 received a Favorable vote, 6-0.

PG 302-06
Office of the Sheriff – Composition and Salaries 

Delegate Benson asked the Committee for any discussion on PG 302-06.  Delegate Ramirez stated that there is an amendment to the bill.  The Committee gave the amendment a favorable unanimous voice vote.  Delegate Vallario moved Favorable on PG 302-06 as amended.  Delegate Healey seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  PG 301-06 with Amendment received a Favorable vote, 6-0.

PG 303-06
Orphan’s Court-Compensation of Judges

PG 303-06 was not discussed this week.  It is on the agenda for next week.

There were no further questions and discussions.  Delegate Benson closed the meeting.  

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jean E. Terry, Committee Secretary

Law Enforcement & State Appointed Boards Subcommittee

Prince George's County Delegation 

** Unofficial minutes taken by Jean E. Terry of the 

Office of Delegate Joanne C. Benson, Chair

Law Enforcement and State Appointed Boards Committee**
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