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Meeting began at approx. 7:07 p.m.  Delegate Carolyn J.B. Howard, Chair, Prince George’s County Delegation, welcomed everyone to the meeting.  She then expressed the importance of the testimony of those who signed up and that their testimony would help to determine whether the bill would receive a favorable or unfavorable vote.  Delegate Howard stated that the Law Enforcement Public Hearing is the third and final hearing of the Prince George’s County bills before the 2006 Maryland General Assembly convenes in January 2006.  She also stated that Delegate Mary Conroy would open the meeting and carry on until Delegate Joanne C. Benson, Chair of the Law Enforcement Committee, arrived.  Delegate Howard proceeded to introduce the members of the committee, delegation, and staff.  She then turned the meeting over to Delegate Mary Conroy.
Present:
Delegates:  Carolyn J.B. Howard, Mary A. Conroy, Joanne C. Benson, Anne Healey, Justin D. Ross, Victor R. Ramirez, Joseph F. Vallario, Brian R. Moe, Veronica L. Turner

Delegate Conroy introduced the first two bills to be heard at the hearing, PG 314-06 and 
PG 315-06.  She stated that the sponsor of these bills was Senator Nathaniel Exum, who had to 
leave early.
PG 314 –06
Prince George’s County – Alcoholic Beverages – Gambling in Licensed Public 

Establishments 

Senator Nathaniel Exum explained what the bill does.  He stated that the Bill gives power to the Board of License Commissioner of Prince George’s County to allow them to prohibit applicants who apply for liquor license from allowing false gathering, in their establishments.
The floor was opened for questions and discussions.   Delegate Joseph Vallario asked for clarity of the bill.  Delegate Doyle Niemann responded and stated that slot machines are prohibited and suggested different language to describe gambling devices.

PG 315-06
Prince George’s County – Alcoholic Beverages – Places of Public Entertainment
Senator Nathaniel Exum explained the Bill.  He stated that this bill would allow the Liquor Board License to prohibit establishments that do not have a liquor license from staying open until early morning hours.
Delegate Howard stated that the difference between PG 314-06 and PG 315-06 is that PG 
314-06 - the establishment has a liquor license and PG 315-06 - the establishment does not.  Delegate Doyle Niemann stated that the bill also allows liquor inspectors to issue citations to the owners of such establishments.
PG 323-06
Prince George’s County – Alcoholic Beverages Licenses - Renewal 

Senator Nathaniel Exum explained the bill.  He stated that PG 323-06 is an attempt to give some discretion to the Liquor Board concerning many liquor licenses in our county, in particular, the 24th District, that are not in compliance with the law.
Delegate Anne Healey stated that the Liquor Board has the authority, but are they enforcing the law.  Delegate Conroy asked for testimonies concerning PG 314-06, PG 315-06, and PG 323-06.

Mr. Nick Manor gave testimony in support of  PG 315-06.  He stated that he also supports PG 322-06.  Delegate Conroy stated that Commissioner Anna Angolia from Cottage City, Maryland opposes PG 315-06.  Mr. Barry Goldstein stated that he wanted clarification on what PG 323-06 does.  There were no further discussions on PG 314-06, PG 315-06 and 
PG 323-06.

Delegate Joanne C. Benson, Chair, Law Enforcement Committee, arrived at 7:25 p.m.  Delegate Howard announced Delegate Benson’s arrival and stated that she would preside over the remainder of the hearing.

Delegate Benson proceeded with PG 420-06.  She announced that PG 420-06 is a County Affairs Bill, but the Bill had not received a public hearing.  Delegate Obie Patterson was present to assist Delegate Benson with this bill.

PG 420-06
Prince George’s County – Telecommunications Tax – Distribution of Revenue
Delegate Doyle Niemann explained the bill.  He stated that PG 420-06 is an enabling bill. The bill would authorize the use of certain revenue from the sales and use tax on telecommunications service in Prince George’s County for a certain purpose.
Delegate Benson asked what Telecommunication Taxes are now?  Delegate Patterson commented that there were no additional increases.  Delegate Anne Healey spoke concerning the cap on the taxes.  Delegate Benson stated there were two people to testify in support of the bill, Mr. Bruce Bereano and Mr. Dunlap Eckerd.

Mr. Bruce Bereano tells a little of the history of the bill.  

Mr. Dunlap Eckerd, President and CEO of Dimensions Healthcare, stated that Dimensions had lost millions of dollars in the past 6 years providing care for uninsured Medicare patients who reside in Prince George’s County.

Delegate Benson asked how much money was generated last year.  Mr. Eckerd answered approximately 45 million dollars for Prince George’s County.  Delegate Patterson asked if Dimension is asking for 10% of the $45 million.  Delegate Howard asked Mr. Bereano if he had considered other means of generating money for the Hospice other than the telecommunications tax.  Mr. Bereano stated that he had met with experts in the County and it was his understanding that there was no other tax that could be used for this purpose.  Delegate Veronica Turner asked Mr. Bereano if 90% is going to the school system, where does the other 10% go.  Mr. Bereano answered the other 10% goes to retirement debt and capitol improvement.  Delegate Benson reiterated that the Delegation understands their concerns and will work to find other means to help the hospital.  There were no further questions and discussions on PG 420-06.
Delegate Benson introduced the next three bills, PG 301-06, PG 302-06 and PG 303-06.  She stated that the sponsor of these bills is Delegate Joseph Vallario.
PG 301-06
Prince George’s County – State’s Attorney’s Office – Composition and Salaries 
Delegate Vallario explained the bill.  He stated that the Bill provides increase in salary for the next state’s attorney.

The State’s Attorney for Prince George’s County, Mr. Glenn Ivy gave testimony in support of the bill.  Mr. Ivy explained that the need for increase is because there is increase in crime in Prince George’s County.  He stated, the base salary in his office is $41,000 for prosecutors and that it is the lowest pay for prosecutors in the region.  He also stated that because of the low salary, it is difficult for his office to recruit prosecutors.

Delegate Darryl Kelly asked what is the starting salary for Montgomery County compared to Prince George’s County?   Mr. Ivy answered, he didn’t have the exact figures before him, but they are paid more than Prince George’s in every level of their office.  Delegate Conroy asked Mr. Ivy, when he hired prosecutors did the salary increase for him.  He explained that the bill covers the salary for the deputy state’s attorney and the assistant state’s attorney.  Delegate Howard asked what the salary range is in the prosecutor’s office if the entry level is $41,000.  Mr. Ivy answered, the range is $41,000 to $99,000, but he wanted to increase the number of prosecutors to be hired.  Delegate Ramirez asked if no one’s maxed out, why the need for increase?  Mr. Ivy answered; he is trying to synchronize the legislative statutory change so that he can increase the number of prosecutors and the amount they would make with a budgetary process.
Delegate Benson asked what was the difference the deputy and the assistant deputy attorney.  Mr. Ivy explained that the deputy has supervisory powers over the assistant.  They also serve in administrative positions as well as try cases.  Delegate Benson asked what the process is for promotion.  Mr. Ivy explained the promotion process.  There were no further questions and discussions on PG 301-02.

PG 302-06
Prince George’s County – Office of the Sheriff – Composition and Salaries  

Delegate Joseph Vallario explained the bill.  Mr. Joe Jones was in support of the bill, but 
was not present to testify.  There were no testimonies concerning PG 302-06.
PG 303-06
Prince George’s County – Orphan’s Court – Compensation of Judges

Delegate Joseph Vallario explained the bill.  

Judge Wendy Cartwright from the Orphans Court testified in support of the bill.  She 
explained that the bill affects those coming in the next election, not those currently serving in office.  She also expressed that the number of cases since 2002 has increased tremendously.
Delegate Anne Healey asked for clarification on how the process works.  Judge 
Cartwright responded and there were no further questions and discussions on PG 303-06.

Delegate Benson introduced PG 304-06 and stated that Delegate Victor Ramirez was the sponsor.

PG 304-06
Prince George’s County – Alcoholic Beverages – Unlawful Drinking Open

                          Containers 
Delegate Ramirez explained the bill.  Mr. Barry Goldstein testified in opposition of the 
bill.  He stated that the law enforcement should enforce the law.  Ms. Kim Kufuilly from the City of Forestville opposed the bill, but was not present to testify.  There were no further discussions on PG 304-06.
Delegated Benson stated that PG 305-06 was canceled and PG 306-06 was withdrawn.
PG 305-06
Canceled 10/14/05
PG 306-06
Withdrawn 10/14/05
Delegate Benson introduced PG 307-06 and stated that Delegate Justin Ross was the sponsor.

PG 307-06
Prince George’s County – Alcoholic Beverages – Signs on Windows of Premises of Off-Sale Licensees
Delegate Justin Ross explained the bill.  He stated that there is concern in his district 
regarding the proper use of signs in windows.

Delegate Benson asked about owners who have cash registers close to windows and how 
this would affect their business.  Mr. Barry Goldstein testified in opposition to the bill.  He referred to regulations put out last year.  He stated that the window spaces are used for advertisement.  Delegate Benson stated that Prince George’s County is a chartered county and is limited to the jurisdiction of the County Council who governs the use of signs for businesses to use.  Delegate Conroy asked what ABA stands for.  Mr. Goldstein responded, it stands Alcohol 

Beverage Association.

Delegate Moe asked if the Liquor Board signed up to testify on this bill.  Mr. Franklin 
Jackson, Chairman of the Liquor Board, expressed that he had not signed up, but he wanted to clarify the amount of space for window advertisement.  

Delegate Moe further asked the Liquor Board if they have control over what gets posted in the building now.  Mr. Jackson responded, yes, but not as much as the proposal is asking.

Ms. Betty Buck, Buck Distributors, explained the safety issue workers and that signs are 

important for retailers.  Delegate Conroy asked who goes after violators.  The response was the 
Liquor Board.  Delegate Benson stated that she rode around the Metro Area and saw neon lights.  
She asked why this hasn’t happened in Prince George’s County.  Ms. Buck answered, by state 
law they cannot provide them.  
Mr. Giles Fletcher, Strick’s Inc., stated that he has been in business since 1953 

and he supports the bill because he needs signs to advertise.  Mr. Q Sue, Thirsty Liquors;  Mr. 
Richard FuTrovsky, Camelot Liquor; and Mr. Steve Goldberg, Eastover Liquors all support  
PG 307-06.

The following testified in opposition to PG 307-06.

Nick Manor, John Palmer, Peter Chang, Allen Burn, Ben (Jock Liquors) and Priscilla 

Thomas.  There were no further questions and discussions on PG 307-06.

Delegate Benson introduced PG 308-06 and stated that we are holding this bill and the legislators 

cannot act on a bill without a public hearing.  

PG 308-06
Prince George’s County – Alcoholic Beverages Licenses – Exercise of Off-Sale Privileges 
This bill is on hold.

Delegate Benson introduced the next 3 bills, PG 309-06, PG 310-06, and PG 311-06.  She stated 

that Delegate Justin Ross is the sponsor of these bills.
PG 309-06
Prince George’s County – Additional Fine for Auto Theft Convictions – Auto Theft and Vandalism Prevention Task Force
Delegate Justin Ross explained the bill.  He stated that there were more than 500 auto 
thefts in the past year in Prince George’s County.
Delegate Moe asked what will be done with the money.  Delegate Ross responded, the 
suggestion was to invest in new technology that could scan license plates.  Delegate Moe stated that insurance companies also had interest in auto theft and were willing to invest more money in it.  Delegate Benson stated that young people are taking these vehicles.  She asked who would pay the fines.  She then suggested that not only should the children be dealt with, but also the parents.  There were no further questions and discussions on PG 309-06.

PG 310-06
Prince George’s County – Class A Light Wine Licenses – Gateway Arts and Entertainment District 

Delegate Justin Ross explained the bill.  He stated that PG 310-06 is a bill by request.

Mr. Charles Gardner stated that he was to testify, but he signed up for the wrong bill.  There were 

no testimonies on PG 310-06.
PG 311-06
Prince George’s County – Class B Beer and Light Wine Licenses – Waterway 
                          Arts and Entertainment District 
Delegate Justin Ross explained the bill.  Delegate Benson asked Delegate Ross what was the difference between the two bills, PG 310-06 and PG 311-06.  Delegate Ross explained the difference between the two bills and stated that he is trying to get an upscale establishment in Prince George’s County.  The bill would bring a type wine license of off-sale for restaurants.  It would bring an upscale market to the redistrict.  Delegate Turner asked if he was asking for additional new license.  Delegate Ross responded it would bring wine only, not beer or other alcoholic beverages.  Delegate Benson stated that Bill Drafting needs to revisit the language of this Bill.  There were no further questions and discussions on PG 311-06.

Delegate Benson introduced PG 312-06.
PG 312-06
Prince George’s County – Courts – Docketing Fee for Appearance of Counsel – 

             Payment and Collection 
Delegate Doyle Niemann explained the bill.  He stated that PG 312-06 was before the 
Law Enforcement Committee last year and passed the Committee and the Full Delegation, but it did not pass the Senate.  There were no questions and discussions on PG 312-06.
PG 313-06
Prince George’s County – Class A (Off-Sale) Licensees - Chilled Beer – 

             Minimum Container Sizes 
Delegate Doyle Niemann explained the bill. 

Delegate Healey asked questions regarding the purchase of a six pack and a single.  Delegate Benson asked what kind of impact would it have on taxes to sell single and six pack.  Delegate Conroy asked if other jurisdictions do this.  Delegate Niemann responded, no.  Delegate Kelly asked if retailers sell only single cans of beer, and do they break a pack to do this.

The following people spoke in opposition to this bill.


Gile Fletcher, Nick Maddison, Eric Best, Betty Buck, Richard Hall, Steve Goldberg, Joe Jones, Peter Chang, Mr. Palmer, Allen Burn, and Priscilla Thomas.  

There were further questions and discussions on PG 313-06.
PG 316-06
Prince George’s County – Property Tax Credit – Public School Teachers and Public Safety Personnel 
Delegate Benson stated that PG 316-06 is withdrawn.
PG 317-06
Prince George’s County – Part-Time Alcoholic Beverages Inspectors
Mr. Franklin Jackson, Chairman of the Liquor Board, explained PG 317-06.  Ms. Norma 
Lindsey commented on this bill and stated that the bill was before the Law Enforcement Committee last year.  There were no further questions and discussions on PG 317-06.

PG 318-06
Prince George’s County – Alcoholic Beverages – Additional Licenses 
Mr. Franklin Jackson explained PG 318-06.  He stated that there were no licenses at this 
time to be awarded.  There were no testimonies on PG 318-06. 
PG 319-06
Prince George’s County – Local State of Emergency – Reserve Sheriff’s 

             Deputies 
Delegate Darryl A. Kelly explained the bill.  He stated that the bill allows for emergency officers to be hired.  There were questions and discussions on PG 319-06.

PG 320-06
Prince George’s County – Department of Juvenile Services – Counseling Program for Delinquent Children 
Delegate Darryl A. Kelly explained the bill.  He stated that the bill would allow 
counseling of juvenile and parents after their custody.

Delegate Benson stated that three weeks ago she received a phone call from a mother 
whose 15-year-old daughter had taken drugs and was out of control.  She suggested that the bill 
be strengthened to address issues like that.  There were further questions and discussions on PG 320-06.
PG 321-06
Canceled 11/10/05 
PG 322-06
Prince George’s County – Alcoholic Beverages in Unlicensed Establishments
Delegate Benson introduced PG 322-06.  Delegate Justin Ross explained the bill.  
Delegate Moe suggested that the fine be raised in the bill.  

Nick Manis testified in support of this bill.  There were no further questions and 
discussions on PG 322-06.

PG 324-06
Prince George’s County – Metropolitan Area Restaurant Development Act
Senator John A. Giannetti, Jr., explained the bill.  He stated that the bill should read 
“Metro Station,” not “Metropolitan Area.” The bill addresses restaurants close to the metro sites, 

not liquor stores.

Delegate Moe asked how this relates to enterprise zones.  Senator Giannetti stated that 
this bill deals specifically with economic development with restaurants.  There were no further 
questions and discussions on PG 324-06.

Delegate Benson mentioned a new bill that came to her today.  She stated that the bill has 
to do with Class B/D Licenses (?), Development Beer, Wine and Liquor License with an annual 
license fee of $1,000.  She also stated that Board would have complete discretion as to whom the 
license would be issued.  Delegate Benson stated she would ask Mr. Joe Green to do more work 
on the bill.  There were no questions or discussions on this matter.

There were no more bills to be presented and no further questions and discussions.  Delegate Benson closed the meeting.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Jean E. Terry, Committee Secretary

Law Enforcement & State Appointed Boards Subcommittee

Prince George's County Delegation 

** Unofficial minutes taken by Jean E. Terry of the 

Office of Delegate Joanne C. Benson, Chairwoman

Law Enforcement and State Appointed Boards Committee**
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