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Minutes of Meeting

February 9, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 08:35 a.m., by Chair Delegate Melony G. Griffith, with the following members in attendance:


Vice-Chair Delegate Jolene M. S. Ivey


Delegate Aisha Braveboy


Delegate Tawanna Gaines



Delegate Anne Healy



Delegate Gerron Levi




Delegate Michael Vaughn 
            Chairman Delegate Griffith began the Bi-County Meeting at 8:38 AM. Delegate Levi offered the prayer. The Chair presented the agenda with the following bills listed on the agenda prepared for the voting session: MC/PG 104-07, MC/PG 105-07, MC/PG 108-07, MC/PG 120-07, and MC/PG 118-07; with the exception of MC/PG 107-07 which was special ordered by Delegate Vaughn and MC/PG 110-07 which was taken up for discussion only.
The committee had a voting session on each bill:

MC/PG 104-07  Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission- Local Small Business Enterprise Program

Bill Summary: This bill codifies the Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) Program and the Office of Small, Local, and Minority Business Enterprise in the WSSC (Office). The bill also requires the Office to administer the MBE Program and the Local Small Business Enterprise Program. MBE reporting requirements regarding termination and participation, as well as Local Small Business Enterprise Program eligibility requirements, are also instituted. The sunset date of the MBE program is extended to July 1, 2012.

Delegate Griffith offered two amendments to the Committee. The first amendment alters the bill from being an emergency measure to having an effective date of June 1, 2007. The second amendment alters the residency requirement of businesses seeking qualification under the Local Small Business Enterprise Program by requiring that 25%, instead of 30%, of the business’s employees reside in Prince George’s County or Montgomery County.

Bill was presented by Counsel, Netsanet Kibret with amendments from Chair Griffith. A motion was made to accept the amendments favorable. Motion was made by Delegate Ivey and Seconded by Delegate Gaines. Amendments accepted unanimously by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi, Vaughn and Griffith. Motion made favorable by Delegate Gaines and Seconded by Delegate Vaughn.  Bill with amendments voted unanimously favorable by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi, Vaughn and Griffith.

. 

MC/PG 105-07 Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission- Local Small Business Enterprise Program- Eligibility Criteria
Bill Summary: 
This bill changes the “local small business” eligibility criteria for the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission’s (WSSC) Local Small Business Enterprise Program to match the “small business” criteria in effect for the State Small Business Preference Program under State law and regulations adopted by the Department of General Services (DGS).


The DGS regulations define a “small business” as a business that is:

· independently owned and operated;

· not  a subsidiary of another firm; and

· not dominant in its field of operation.


The DGS regulations also impose the following restrictions depending on the business classification (wholesale, retail, manufacturing, service, or construction): 



(1) gross sales for the previous 3 fiscal years ($7 million for construction, $2 million for the rest); and 



(2) the number of employees the business may employ (25 for retail, 50 for wholesale and construction, and 100 for manufacturing and service).

Motion made favorable by Delegate Healey and Seconded by Delegate Gaines.  Bill voted unanimously favorable by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi, Vaughn and Griffith. 

MC/PG 108-07 Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission- 

Interest Rates on Judgments

Bill Summary: This bill authorizes establishes a legal rate of interest on a money judgment for the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) as the rate of the weekly average 2-year constant maturity Treasury yield as published by the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System for the calendar week preceding the date of the entry of judgment, computed daily until the date of payment, and compounded annually.


This bill also makes technical changes: 3 references of “per annum” are altered to “a year”.

Motion made unfavorable by Delegate Gaines and Seconded by Delegate Braveboy. Bill voted unfavorable by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Vaughn and Griffith. Delegate Levi voted nay.

MC/PG 110-07 Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission – 

System Development Charge- Assessment and Definitions
Bill Summary: This bill clarifies that dwelling units with more than 2 toilets or dwelling units that accommodate several dwelling units on a lateral basis (including semi-attached houses, row houses, and townhouses) shall be assessed a system development charge as a “dwelling unit”.

The bill also defines the term “apartment unit” and excludes from its definition semi-attached houses.

Chair Melony Griffith requested the bill to be held and opened the floor for discussion and further questions on the bills. Delegate Healey inquired if there were any amendments. Delegate Levi Inquired if the bill was a re-introduction from the previous session. Chair requested the bill be explained by Counsel, Netsanet Kibret. Chair Griffith closed the discussion and informed the committee it would be presented at the next voting session.

MC/PG 120-07 Maryland- National Capital Park and Planning Commission Open Space Dedication- Fee in Lieu
Bill Summary: This bill removes a cap on a monetary fee to be paid in lieu of dedication of open spaces for public use or the conveyance of areas designated for dedication as open space under zoning and subdivision regulations.  The monetary fee is to be used by the M-NCPPC to purchase open spaces for the use and benefit of the subdivision or to develop or improve land of recreational facilities.

Motion made favorable by Delegate Ivey and Seconded by Delegate Vaughn.  Bill voted as unanimously favorable by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi, Vaughn and Griffith. 

MC/PG 118-07 Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission – 

System Development Charge- Assessment and Definitions

Bill Summary: This bill codifies the Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) Program and the Office of Small, Local, and Minority Business Enterprise in the WSSC. MBE reporting requirements regarding termination, participation, and payments are also instituted. The sunset date of the MBE program is extended to July 1, 2012.

Motion made unfavorable by Delegate Vaughn and Seconded by Delegate Gaines. Bill voted unanimously unfavorable by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi, Vaughn and Griffith.

The Bi-County Committee meeting adjourned at 08:59 a.m. following the voting session with no further discussion.
            The next meeting of the Bi-County Committee will be Wednesday, February 14, 2007, beginning at 8:30 a.m. in Room 150 LHOB.  

Respectfully submitted,

                                                                                                            Clarice E. Williams

                                                                                                            Secretary

