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Minutes of Meeting

February 16, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 08:40 a.m., by Chair Melony G. Griffith, with the following members in attendance:


Vice-Chair Jolene M. S. Ivey



Delegate Aisha Braveboy


Delegate Tawanna Gaines



Delegate Anne Healy



Delegate Gerron Levi




Delegate Michael Vaughn 
            Delegate Ivey offered the prayer. The Chair presented the agenda with the following bills listed on the agenda prepared for the voting session: MC/PG 102-07, MC/PG 107-07, MC/PG 115-07, MC/PG 116-07, MC/PG 110-07; with the exception of MC/PG 119-07 which was held for discussion only, and 121-07 was special ordered by Delegate Gaines. 

The committee had a voting session on each bill:

MC/PG 102-07 Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission– Appointments – Interviews and Financial Statements 
Bill Summary: (1)
Under current law, the County Executive of Prince George’s and Montgomery counties, or a designee, must interview each applicant for appointment or reappointment to the WSSC as to potential conflicts of interest. 




The bill makes such an interview of applicants discretionary, by stating that the County Executive may interview each applicant, and mandates the interview for applicants actually selected for appointment. 


(2)
The bill also clarifies that the County Executive of Montgomery County may designate another person to conduct the WSSC “conflicts” interviews and require the production of documents.  


(3)
Finally, under current law, the Park and Planning Commission and the WSSC must require each applicant for appointment to file financial disclosure statements. The bill authorizes an applicant for appointment to both entities, in Montgomery County, to file a statement covering the 1-year period ending 2 months before the date the statement is filed, as opposed to a 1-year period ending 2 months before the initial date set for the interview. In both counties, the statement must be filed not later than 5 days before the interview is conducted.




For example, if an applicant is scheduled to be interviewed on 6/6/07, under current law, a statement must be filed by 6/1/07 in both counties. The statement has to cover 4/6/06 through 4/6/07. This bill would authorize Montgomery County to file the statement and have it cover the 1-year period beginning 2 months before the statement is filed. So if it’s filed on 5/20/07, it would cover 3/20/06 through 3/20/07. 

Counsel, Netsanet Kibret andDelegate Griffith offered two amendments to the Committee. The first amendment is a technical amendment clarifying that the financial disclosure requirements apply to both appointments and REAPPOINTMENTS to the Park and Planning and WSSC. The second amendment makes new language regarding the deadline for filing disclosure requirements apply to both Montgomery and Prince George’s County. Instead of having it aligned with the initial date set for hearing or interview of an applicant, it is aligned with the ACTUAL interview date of the interview or hearing.
Motion to accept amendment made favorable by Delegate Ivey and Seconded by Delegate Gaines. Amendments accepted unanimously by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi, Vaughn and Griffith. Motion made favorable by Delegate Healey and Seconded by Delegate Levi.  Bill with amendments voted unanimously favorable by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi, Vaughn and Griffith.

MC/PG 107-07 Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission- Commissioner Salaries – Increase
Bill Summary: 
This bill increases the salaries of WSSC members in the following manner:

Chairman:


$13,500 to $21,000 (35.7% increase)

Vice-chairman:


$13,000 to $20,000 (35% increase)

Commissioners:

$13,000 to $20,000 (35% increase)


This bill also requires that the salaries of commissioners be adjusted annually on June 1 to reflect the annual change in the Consumer Price Index for all urban consumers.

Motion made unfavorable by Delegate Gaines and Seconded by Delegate Vaughn.  Bill voted unanimously unfavorable by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi, Vaughn and Griffith. 

MC/PG 115-07 Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission- Budget Approval 
Bill Summary: This bill alters current law to limit the funding levels of items within the capital and operating budgets, as well as the respective budget itself, submitted by the WSSC when the Prince George’s and Montgomery county councils fail to concur on changes to the WSSC-submitted budget. 

In the event that the two county councils fail to reach an agreement on a change to an item in either the operating or capital budget or the actual operating/capital budget itself by the June 1st deadline, funding for the disputed item/budget may not exceed the funding level available for the disputed item in the previous fiscal year’s budget. Default approval of the WSSC’s budget item/budget is thereby abolished.

Motion made unfavorable by Delegate Levi and Seconded by Delegate Gaines. Bill voted unfavorable by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi and Griffith. Delegate Vaughn voted nay.

Note: Delegate Healey followed by Delegate Gaines requested a letter to be sent to WSSC from the Prince George’s Delegation to provide further explanation as to the budget process and how WSSC requests projects. This report should be offered during the interim for further evaluation.
MC/PG 116-07 Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission – 

System Development Charge- Assessment and Definitions
Bill Summary: This bill authorizes the County Councils of Prince George’s and Montgomery counties to grant a full or partial exemption from a system development charged imposed by the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) for:

· property owned by community-based § 501(c)(3) tax-exempt entities (i.e. charitable, religious, scientific, and literary organizations) whose primary mission and purpose is to provide programs and services to youth (so long as the property is used primarily for services to youth); and 

· projects that include a commitment to the preservation of open space, provided the project meets the requirements agreed on jointly by the county councils of Prince George’s and Montgomery counties.


Delegate Gaines offered three amendments. The first amendment is a technical amendment limiting the amount of the exemption; requiring the county councils of Prince George’s County and Montgomery County to jointly report to the State Delegations of Prince George’s and Montgomery Counties on and or before a certain date; providing for the termination of the act. 

The second amendment strikes language giving the county Councils discretionary authority to grant a full or partial exemption for projects with a commitment to open space. This amendment also clarifies, in order to qualify for a partial or full exemption, a non-profit must have as its exclusive mission the purpose of providing programs and services to youth and the property must be used exclusively for programs and services to youth. Finally, the amendment limits the dollar amount of this particular exemption to $80,000. 


Amendment Three, Aligns the bill to last year’s bill by sunsetting the provisions of this bill after 2 years and requiring the county councils to report to the Prince George’s and Montgomery County Delegations on a general overview of how funding for the exemptions has been appropriated by the WSSC and a 5-year action plan for improving the process of granting system development charge exemptions.
Bill was presented by Counsel, Netsanet Kibret with amendments from Delegate Gaines. Delegate Gaines reviewed the amendments with the committee. A motion was made to accept the amendments favorable. Motion was made by Delegate Gaines and Seconded by Delegate Ivey. Amendments accepted unanimously by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi, Vaughn and Griffith. Motion made favorable by Delegate Vaughn and Seconded by Delegate Gaines.  Bill with amendments voted unanimously favorable by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi, Vaughn and Griffith.

MC/PG 110-07 Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission – 

System Development Charge- Assessment and Definitions

Bill Summary: This bill clarifies that dwelling units with more than 2 toilets or dwelling units that accommodate several dwelling units on a lateral basis (including semi-attached houses, row houses, and townhouses) shall be assessed a system development charge as a “dwelling unit”.

The bill also defines the term “apartment unit” and excludes from its definition semi-attached houses.

Motion made favorable by Delegate Healey and Seconded by Delegate Ivey.  Bill with amendments voted unanimously favorable by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi, Vaughn and Griffith.

MC/PG 119-07 Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission – Prince George’s County – Municipal Building Requirements

Bill Summary: 
This bill authorizes the legislative body of a municipal corporation, either by ordinance or resolution, in Prince George’s County to impose additional or stricter building requirements than are otherwise required by any State, regional, or county unit that exercises zoning or planning authority over the municipality. 

This bill essentially copies word-for-word current law authorizing Montgomery County municipal corporations to impose additional or stricter building requirements


Bill was held for further discussion.

MC/PG 121-07 Montgomery County – Maryland-Washington Metropolitan District - Boundaries

Bill Summary: This bill redefines the boundaries of the Maryland-Washington Regional District to exclude the entirety of the City of Rockville from its boundaries. 


The bill also redefines the boundaries of the Lower Montgomery County Metropolitan District to exempt (1) all the area located within the corporate limits of the City of Rockville as of October 1, 2007 and any area annexed into the City on any subsequent date in accordance with Art. 23A, § 19 of the Code; and (2) all the area located within the corporate limits of the City of Gaithersburg and the Town of Washington Grove as of October 1, 2007 and any area subsequently annexed into the City and Town in accordance with State law.

This bill was discussed in committee with information provided from the following: Park and Planning representative- Adrian Gardner, Montgomery County Executive’s Office representative- R. C. Bates, The City of Gaithersburg representatives- Fred Felton and lobbyist for City of Gaithersburg- Kevin O’Keefe. 
Gaines moved to special order the bill until further information could be developed. The committee collectively recognized the representatives from Park and Planning, Montgomery County Executive’s Office, and the City of Gaithersburg surrounding key concerns regarding the bill. These concerns included: who was subject to pay the special tax; the issue of reciprocity between Montgomery and Prince George’s County and jurisdictions within Montgomery County currently affected by the special tax, and the current and future economic impact the tax implies for both Prince George’s and Montgomery Counties. 
The Bi-County Committee meeting adjourned at 09:15 a.m. following the voting session with no further discussion.
            The next meeting of the Bi-County Committee will be Wednesday, February 21, 2007, beginning at 8:30 a.m. in Room 150 LHOB.  

Respectfully submitted,

                                                                                                            Clarice E. Williams

                                                                                                            Secretary

