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Minutes of Meeting

February 21, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 08:32 a.m., by Chair Melony G. Griffith, with the following members in attendance:


Vice-Chair Jolene M. S. Ivey



Delegate Aisha Braveboy


Delegate Tawanna Gaines



Delegate Anne Healy



Delegate Gerron Levi




Delegate Michael Vaughn 
            Delegate Griffith offered the prayer then presented the agenda with the following bills listed on the agenda prepared for the voting session: MC/PG 112-07, MC/PG 113-07, MC/PG 114-07, and MC/PG 121-07; with the exception of MC/PG 119-07 which was held for discussion only, and MC/PG 124-07 which was held due to time. 

The committee had a voting session on each bill:

MC/PG 112-07 Montgomery County-MD National Capital Park and Planning Commission-Town of Kensington
Bill Summary: 
· This bill authorizes the Town of Kensington to have concurrent jurisdiction to enforce Montgomery County zoning ordinances within its corporate limits. 

· This bill also requires a 2/3 majority vote of both the 5-member Montgomery County Planning Board (4 of 5) and the District Council (County Council) of Montgomery County (6 of 9) to take any action relating to zoning within the Town of Kensington that is contrary to a resolution of the Major and Town Council. 

· Finally, this bill requires a 2/3 majority vote of the Montgomery County Planning Board to take any action relating to land use planning contrary to a resolution of the Mayor or Town Council of Kensington.

Counsel, Netsanet Kibret briefed the committee on the bill which was passed out of Montgomery County with amendments. A motion was made to accept the amendments favorable. Motion was made by Delegate Ivey and Seconded by Delegate Gaines. The amendments were accepted by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi, and Griffith. Motion made favorable by Delegate Healey and Seconded by Delegate Gaines.  Bill with amendments voted favorable by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi, and Griffith.

MC/PG 113-07 Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Park Police – Workers’ Compensation – Lyme Disease Presumption

Bill Summary: This bill applies the occupational disease presumption under State workers’ compensation law to park police officers employed by the Park and Planning Commission who:

· contract Lyme disease; and

· were not suffering from Lyme disease before assignment to a position that regularly places the employee in an outdoor wooded environment.


This bill also provides that the park police officers eligible for benefits under this bill shall receive those benefits in addition to any retirement benefits, so long as the combined benefits do not exceed the park police officer’s weekly salary. Effective date: October 1, 2007.

Counsel, Netsanet Kibret briefed the committee on the bill which was passed out of Montgomery County with amendments. A motion was made to accept the amendments favorable. Motion was made by Delegate Ivey and Seconded by Delegate Gaines. The amendments were accepted by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi, and Griffith. Motion made favorable by Delegate Ivey and Seconded by Delegate Healey.  Bill voted favorable by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi, and Griffith. 

MC/PG 114-07 Prince George’s County – Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission – Subdivision Appeals

Bill Summary: This bill provides for judicial review of subdivision appeals from a final action taken by the M-NCPPC in Prince George’s County. It alters the conditions for filing a petition for judicial review from an action by the M-NCPPC. Effective Date: October 1, 2007.
Motion made unfavorable by Delegate Gaines and Seconded by Delegate Levi. Bill failed to receive sufficient votes and remains in limbo. Yea’s- Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, and Ivey. 
Nay’s-  Delegates Levi, Vaughn, and Griffith. 
MC/PG 121-07 Montgomery County – Maryland-Washington Metropolitan District - Boundaries

Bill Summary: This bill redefines the boundaries of the Maryland-Washington Metropolitan District to exclude the entirety of the City of Rockville, the City of Gaithersburg, and the Town of Washington Grove from its boundaries.  This would include any land subsequently annexed into each of those jurisdictions.

The bill also redefines the boundaries of the Lower Montgomery County Metropolitan District to exempt (1) all the area located within the corporate limits of the City of Rockville as of October 1, 2007 and any area annexed into the City on any subsequent date in accordance with Art. 23A, § 19 of the Code; and (2) all the area located within the corporate limits of the City of Gaithersburg and the Town of Washington Grove as of October 1, 2007 and any area subsequently annexed into the City and Town in accordance with State law. Effective Date: July 1, 2007

Counsel, Netsanet Kibret briefed the Bi-County committee on the bill. The Chair invited Majority-Leader Delegate Kumar Barve of Gaithersburg to address the committee on the history of the bill. Delegate Ivey offered 2 amendments. The first amendment is a technical amendment. 

The second amendment is an amendment requiring the County Councils of Prince George’s County and Montgomery County and the Maryland-National Park and Planning Commission to submit a certain report to the State Delegations of Prince George’s and Montgomery Counties on or before June 30, 2009. The report shall include a historical analysis of the origin and rationale for any non-resident fees as they apply to residents of Montgomery and Prince George’s county.

Delegate Gaines offered 2 amendments. The first amendment is a technical amendment. The Second Amendment provides that the entire area of Prince George’s County is within the regional district, with the exception of the City of Laurel.

A motion was made by Delegate Gaines and Seconded by Delegate Healey to accept the amendments from Delegate Ivey favorable. Amendments were accepted unanimously by voice vote from Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi, Vaughn and Griffith. Delegate Ivey followed with a motion on the Gaines amendments to move unfavorable and Delegate Healey seconded the motion. By voice vote the motion was carried unfavorable. A motion followed by Delegate Vaughn and Seconded by Delegate Gaines to accept the bill with amendments favorable.  Bill with amendments voted unanimously favorable by Delegates Braveboy, Gaines, Healey, Ivey, Levi, Vaughn and Griffith.

MC/PG 119-07 Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission – Prince George’s County – Municipal Building Requirements

Bill Summary: This bill authorizes the legislative body of a municipal corporation, either by ordinance or resolution, in Prince George’s County to impose additional or stricter building requirements than are otherwise required by any State, regional, or county unit that exercises zoning or planning authority over the municipality. 

This bill essentially copies word-for-word current law authorizing Montgomery County municipal corporations to impose additional or stricter building requirements


Bill was held by request from Delegate Healey for further discussion. Noted: Mayor Miles of Mount Ranier, Phillip Robinson of PGCEA, Mayor Pro-Tem Bob Catlin of College Park, and Mayor Miller of Capital Heights were all acknowledged and given an opportunity to address the committee briefly.
The Bi-County Committee meeting adjourned at 09:15 a.m. following the voting session with no further discussion.
            The next meeting of the Bi-County Committee will be Monday, February 26, 2007, beginning at 8:30 p.m. in Room 150 LHOB.  

Respectfully submitted,

                                                                                                            Clarice E. Williams

                                                                                                            Secretary

