Prince George’s County 

County Affairs Committee Hearing

December 18, 2006

7:00 p.m.

Delegation Chair Carolyn Howard opened the hearing.  Delegates Frush, Griffin, Hubbard, Niemann, Proctor, Ramirez, Ross and Turner and Delegates-Elect Barnes, Braveboy, Ivey, Levy, Pena, Valderrama, and Walker were present.  The new counsel for the committee, Stan Ward, was introduced.

421-07 – Prince George’s County – Charter Schools – Funding – Niemann
Delegate Niemann stated that the bill sets a formula so charter schools will get the same funding as public schools.  The bill is an effort to minimize divisiveness.  Two people spoke in favor of the bill and one against.  Delegate Howard had several questions about the legislation.  County Executive Position – Support.

423-07 –Prince George’s County – Task Force on the Establishment of Vocational and Technical Education High School Academies – Niemann

Delegate Niemann wants the task force to study and come up with options that will better prepare students for work force, especially in technical area.  Six spoke in favor of the legislation and no one against.  Suggestions that a school board member be on the task force and that entrepreneurial studies be added were made.  County Executive Position – No Position.

418-07 – University of Maryland Medical System – Acquisition of Prince George’s County Hospital System – Ramirez

Delegate Ramirez stated it was time to end the state just putting band-aids on the problems at Prince George’s County Hospital.  University of Maryland is up to the job.  Six spoke in favor of the bill and 40-50 members of SEIU union were present in support.  County Executive Position – County researching the bill for position.

402-07 – Prince George’s County – Ballot Questions – Maximum Number of Charter Amendment Questions – Ramirez

Delegate Ramirez said that voting takes too long, must shorten the ballot.  One person spoke against the legislation.  County Executive Position – No Position.

404-07 –Election Law – Compensation for Election Judges – Prince Georges’ County – Howard
Delegate Howard sponsored legislation to increase election judge’s pay because with the current pay we keep losing judges.  No witnesses.  County Executive Position – Supports.

405-07 – Task Force to Study Rent Stabilization for the Elderly in Prince George’s County -- Howard
Delegate Howard spoke for the bill.  One witness supported the bill.  None against.  County Executive Position – Studying.

406-07 and 407-07 –Prince George’s County – School Attendance Review Board, Prince George’s County – School Attendance Performance Project – Ramirez

Delegate Ramirez stated that the bills were attempts to cut truancy.  Two spoke in favor of the bills and two against.  Del. Niemann is concerned about overlap with present program.  

408-07 – Prince George’s County Election Law – Compensation for Election Judges – Chair of Prince George’s County Council

County spokesperson stated that the bill is similar to Del. Howard’s bill and they would work with her.  No other testimony.

409-07 Prince George’s County – Transfer Tax – Deputy Sheriffs – Barnes
Delegate Barnes introduced legislation.  Del. Howard said the legislation has a long history which the committee will share with the Delegate.  County Executive Position – Supports.

403-07 Prince George’s County – Board of Education – Election of Members – Howard and Frush

Delegate Howard said the bill was the same as the Rosetta Parker bill, that she knows there will be changes, but believes important that single members for a district should be voted on by residents of the district.  There can still be at-large positions.  Four spoke in favor.  In response to question about the lines for district being the same for school board as county council, Del. Howard stated that that had been discouraged because of the possible political problems that could arise.  County Executive Position – No Position



PG 410-07 -- Prince George’s County School Facilities Surcharge – Exemption – Ross
Delegate Ross stated that a bill had been introduced last year and this one has better targeting, narrows boundaries.  Delegate Frush said she was supportive.  One person spoke in support.  County Executive Position – No Position.
PG 411-07 – Prince George’s County – Marriage License Fee – Increase - Ivey
Delegate Ivey said the legislation is aimed at helping women and children who are victims of domestic violence.  The fee increase will bring in about $80,000.  One person spoke in support.  County Executive Position – Supports.

PG 412-07 – Prince George’s County – Property Tax Credit for Restaurants in Arts and Entertainment Districts - Ross
Delegate Ross said this bill would give great results at minimum cost.  One person spoke in favor.  County Executive Position – No Position.

PG 416-07 – Prince George’s County – School Facilities Surcharge – Exemption for Redevelopment Projects – Holmes

One person spoke against the bill.  Del. Hubbard said for such an expensive bill, an explanation for the need should be made.  County Executive Position – No Position.
PG 420-07 -- Prince George’s County – Public School Facilities Surcharge – Hubbard and Turner

Del. Hubbard stated that the bill is only an administrative change and does not change the surcharge amount.  Two spoke for the bill, one against.  County Executive Position – No Position.

PG 414-07 – Prince George’s County – Public Safety Surcharge – Increased Distribution of Revenue to Municipal Corporations – Ross

Delegate Ross explained that the bill does not increase the surcharge, just distributes it differently.  County Executive Position – Opposes.  PG Municipal Assn supports.

PG 422-07 – Prince George’s County – Annual Independent Audit – County Issued Credit Cards – Ramirez

Delegate Ramirez said the legislation is self-explanatory, encourages responsible use of credit cards.  Three spoke in favor.  None against.  Suggestions made that the cards might be better abolished and that audits should be more frequent than yearly.  County Executive Position – No Position.

PG 424-07 – Prince George’s County – Real Property – Home Builders – Disclosures in Contracts of Sale – Proctor
Delegate Proctor said the legislation would require developers to state when amenities they were offering would be available and provide for penalties if not met.  One person spoke in support.  None against. 

PG 426-07 – Prince George’s County – Task Force to Improve Child Support Compliance – Holmes

No testimony.  County Executive Position – No Position.

PG 427-07 --  Prince George’s County – Election Law – Election Director Under the County Merit System – Senator Douglas Peters

\

No testimony.  County Executive Position – No Position.
